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Child Safety Report Cards: inconsistency in policy adoption across 31 countries
Countries need to increase adoption of proven child safety policies to protect Europe’s most
vulnerable citizens and future society.
Strasbourg, Tuesday, 12 June, 2012 – Injury is the leading cause of death, disability, burden and inequity for
children in Europe. It remains a leading cause of death for children and adolescents in every Member State in
Europe, with some of the lowest and highest country death rates for child injury in the developed world. (1)
“A child dies every hour of every day in the EU as a result of an injury”, says Joanne Vincenten, Director of the
European Child Safety Alliance. “Consistent use of proven prevention strategies across the EU could save
most of these lives. It would also save billions of Euros spent each year on treating injuries and would allow
children and adolescents to grow up to be healthy and active contributors to future economic growth in
Europe.”
Released today are Child Safety Report Cards for 31 countries and a European Summary Report Card that
score countries on their level of adoption, implementation and enforcement of over 100 proven strategies and
policies to prevent unintentional injury – good practices known to save children’s lives. (2)
This is the third round of report card assessments to be conducted by the European Child Safety Alliance, with
18 countries participating in 2007, 26 in 2009 and now 31 in 2012. A trend analysis for countries participating
from 2007 to 2012 found a significant improvement in overall country scores. Encouragingly some of the
greatest improvements are in countries where investments in prevention have been made in the last five years
(e.g., Czech Republic, Finland, Hungary, Scotland and Spain). A decrease in overall score since 2009 in
Greece probably reflects the economic crisis in that country and may signal a risk of erosion in the progress
made on child safety in other countries as austerity measures are put into place. (3)
Overall countries have greater uptake of transport related policies than those related to the prevention of home
injuries. As home injuries are a leading cause of child injury hospitalisations and emergency room visits,
efforts to enhance the adoption, implementation and enforcement of proven policies to reduce drowning, falls,
burns and scalds, poisonings and choking/strangulation need to be given the same level of commitment and
resourcing as transport related policies. (4)
To date no country has adopted all the recommended safety measures. There is room for improvement across
all countries, particularly given the inequalities between countries with over 6 times difference in unintentional
injury rates between countries with the highest and lowest rates. Differences between countries’ overall report
card scores are also large, ranging from 14.5 to 45 points out of a possible 60 points. “The burden of
childhood injuries falls disproportionately on children from disadvantaged groups and in countries undergoing
the greatest socioeconomic changes”, states Dr. Dinesh Sethi of the World Health Organisation. “This unequal
distribution of injuries threatens to further widen the gap in health inequalities between and within countries
and causes social injustice.” (5)
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Examples of inconsistent adoption across the 31 participating countries highlighted by the Child Safety Report
Cards include:
-

Only 13 countries (42%) have a national helmet law requiring use of a bicycle helmet while cycling,
with seven of those laws coming into effect since the first report card assessments. However, only
8/13 report that the law is fully implemented and enforced.

-

No country has a law requiring children to use a rear facing child passenger restraint to age 4,
although this is normal practice in Sweden where child passenger deaths in this age group have been
reduced to almost zero.

-

Only 7 countries (23%) have a national law requiring barrier fencing for private pools, but in only one
(France) is the law fully implemented and enforced and that law allows a choice of prevention
measures of which barrier fencing is only one.

-

Only 15 countries (48%) have a national law requiring child resistant packaging of medications and of
those, three report the law is not fully implemented and enforced

-

Only 16 countries (52%) have a national law requiring environmental changes to prevent children from
falling out of windows in buildings with more than one storey/level (e.g. window guards), but for over
half of those the law only applies to new buildings or renovations. (6)

European Commissioner for Health and Consumer Policy, John Dalli, acknowledges the great burden that
child injury places on children in the EU. “I believe we must do everything we can to ensure the safety of
the youngest and most vulnerable members of our society across Europe. This is why the EU Health
programme supports initiatives to reduce accidents and injuries. Deaths caused as a result of childhood injury
cause unimaginable suffering for the families left behind. The European Union and its Member States must
cooperate and act to ensure the right of all children to safety. The uptake of evidenced based strategies
shown in these report cards can help in improving child safety.“
The addition of four new countries for the 2012 Child Safety Report Cards means there is now a baseline
measure of the uptake of proven safety policies in all 27 EU Member States (plus Croatia, Iceland, Israel, and
Norway) from which progress over time can be measured. However that is not enough – current efforts at
evaluating progress are hampered because few policies are currently monitored as to their impact. (7)
Impact assessment of policy is crucial but it just isn’t happening”, states Malcolm Harbour MEP, Chairman of
the Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee. “Monitoring needs to be incorporated before a policy
is put in place to ensure that the necessary data for measuring impact are available. This will require the
cooperation and commitment of many sectors, but it is a critical gap right now and without it we cannot
demonstrate which child safety policies are having the most effect.”
Protecting children is an investment that will save money now and in the future. "Injuries and accidents are a
significant problem for children in the region and it is time governments put in place more focused
interventions to address this issue. UNICEF is supporting countries to empower families to protect their
children", states Octavian Bivol, UNICEF Regional Health Advisor for CEECIS.
To date investment in child injury prevention from all relevant sectors at the national and European levels has
not been commensurate with the size of the problem. Ensuring children’s right to safety will provide support to
raise the level of health, well being and growth for European children and society at large. (8)
For further information please contact Joanne Vincenten, Director, European Child Safety Alliance. Email:
J.vincenten@childsafetyeurope.org or mobile + 49 160 533 7016
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Notes to journalists
1. European Report on Child Injury Prevention and the World Report on Child Injury Prevention from WHO
and UNICEF confirm the great health impact of injury on children.
http://www.childsafetyeurope.org/publications/europeanpolicy/index.html
2. The Child Safety Report Cards are part of the an EU funded project “ TACTICS” (Tools to Address Childhood
Trauma, Injury and Children’s Safety) led by the European Child Safety Alliance of EuroSafe in partnership with
the European Commission, RoSPA, Maastricht University, Nordic School of Public Health, Dublin City University,
Swansea University, European Public Health Alliance, European Public Health Association, European Safe
Communities Network, Health and Environment Alliance, Prevention Institute, Schools for Health in Europe,
European Transport Safety Council, UNICEF, World Health Organization (WHO) and the national partner
organisations in each of the participating countries (a full list of the organisations involved is available at
http://www.childsafetyeurope.org/tactics/project-partners.html.
3. The 2012 Child Safety Report Cards and Profiles are part of the TACTICS project activities to benchmark and
monitor child injury and related action. Child safety report cards were devised to allow:
a comparative assessment of the burden of unintentional child injury
a comparative assessment of the adoption, implementation and enforcement of national level
policy measures that are known to work
a within country review of strengths, weaknesses and gaps; thereby providing guidance on where
to focus action
a benchmarking exercise both within countries over time and across countries, which can serve to
inspire and motivate further progress
an important mechanism to identify, share, utilise and adapt the experience gained from across
Europe
a first insight into the links between effective policies and health outcomes.
The Report Cards assess the extent of safety measures provided to children and adolescents by examining and
grading the adoption, implementation and enforcement of national level evidence-based policies addressing
unintentional injury. A 31 country summary report card provides a multi-country overview to facilitate Europeanlevel planning and support national level efforts, including a new section on inequalities and child injury.
Child Safety Report Cards were awarded the European Health Award from the European Health Forum Gastein
in 2011.
Child Safety Report Card 2012: Europe Summary for 31 countries and individual country level report cards will
be available June 12, 2012 at www.childsafetyeurope.org
4. A trend analysis was conducted to compare overall scores based on the original 94 indicators introduced
in 2007 for the 16 countries that participated in both 2007 and 2012. The average overall safety
performance score increased from 31.5/60 in 2007 to 36/60 in 2012.The average increase of 5.09 was
statistically significant (p=0.019; 95% confidence interval 0.96,9.22).
(For further details please see pages 8-11 of the Child Safety Report Card 2012: Europe Summary for 31
countries available for download at www.childsafetyeurope.org
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5. Uptake of transport versus non-transport (home safety) policies can be assessed by examining the
average scores by sub-scale area.
Average scores for 2012 based on 31 countries by report card subscale
Area of focus
TACTICS average
Transport
Pedestrian safety
3.5

Non-transport

Actions to
support
prevention

Passenger safety
Moped/motor scooter safety
Cycling safety
Water safety/ drowning prevention
Fall prevention
Poisoning prevention

3
4.5
3.5
2
2
3

Burn/scald prevention

2.5

Choking/ strangulation prevention
Child safety leadership
Child safety infrastructure
Child safety capacity

2.5
3
3
3
35

Overall score

Individual country scores in 2012 by sub-scale can be viewed in more detail on pages 6-7 of the Child
Safety Report Card 2012: Europe Summary for 31 countries available at www.childsafetyeurope.org
6. Injury death rates (Europe age adjusted rates / 100,000 population 0-19 years for 2010 or most recent
year available; source WHO European Detailed Mortality Database)

Netherlands
Sweden
United Kingdom
Germany
Portugal
Israel
Italy
Spain
Slovenia
Austria
France
Denmark
Hungary
Czech Republic
Norway
Slovakia
Finland
Greece
EU27
Ireland
Croatia
Belgium
Poland
Estonia
Latvia
Romania
Bulgaria
Lithuania

All injuries
4.99
5.02
6.01
6.16
6.81
7.05
7.21
7.27
7.36
7.49
7.60
7.81
8.09
8.54
9.19
9.27
9.31
9.43
9.57
10.66
10.84
10.93
11.64
12.04
16.06
17.20
17.37
23.91

Unintentional
injuries
3.06
2.73
4.98
4.40
5.86
4.76
6.31
6.54
5.23
5.32
5.97
6.61
5.52
6.95
6.09
8.26
6.06
8.95
7.46
6.61
8.74
8.13
8.56
8.93
12.99
14.65
15.22
17.38

Making life safer for children
Hosted by the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents, UK

4

Overall scores for 31 countries in 2012
(based on 115 indicators: 94 original indicators from 2007, 8 added in 2009 and 13 added in 2012)
Country
Finland
Iceland
Netherlands
Czech Republic
Poland
Slovenia
Sweden
Ireland
Germany
Latvia
Spain
Malta
Israel
Italy
Austria
Scotland
England
Hungary
Norway
TACTICS average
Denmark
Lithuania
France
Wales
Portugal
Croatia
Belgium
Luxembourg
Slovakia
Romania
Bulgaria
Greece

Overall score
45
44.5
43.5
43.5
43.5
42
41
40.5
39
39
39
38.5
38
38
37.5
37.5
36
35
35
35
32
32
31.5
31
30
29.5
28.5
27.5
27
26
23
14.5

More information on child injury and inequalities can been found on pages 46-48 of the Child Safety
Report Card 2012: Europe Summary for 31 countries available at www.childsafetyeurope.org
7. Details for policy adoption, implementation and enforcement for specific injury areas can be found in the
Child Safety Report Card 2012: Europe Summary for 31 countries available at www.childsafetyeurope.org
(Cycling safety pages 21-23, Child passenger/driver safety pages 15-17, Water safety pages 24-27,
Poisoning prevention pages 31-33, Fall prevention pages 28-30)
8. The 31 countries in 2012 include 24 Member States plus England, Scotland and Wales as constituent countries
of the United Kingdom, Croatia, Norway, Poland and Israel.
For four countries the 2012 Report Card is their first: Bulgaria, Croatia, Romania and Slovakia.
For 14 countries the 2012 Report Card is their second: Denmark, England, Finland, Iceland, Ireland,
Israel, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Norway, Poland, Slovenia, Wales.
For 13 countries the 2012 Report Card is their third: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, France,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Netherlands, Portugal, Scotland, Spain, Sweden
9. More details on calls for action to address child injury prevention within the resolution on child injury
prevention adopted by the on-going 64th World Health Assembly (WHA) of the UN World Health
Organization (WHO) available at http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/crc.htm
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